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Chapter One 
JESUS IN DISGUISE 

 
 

There are 2026 words of Jesus recorded in the New Testament. Some of 

them comfort and some of them cut to the heart. Consider these: 

Matthew 25:34 Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who 

are blessed by My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world. 

35 For I was hungry and you gave Me something to eat;  I was thirsty 

and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger and you took Me 

in; 36 I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you took care of 

Me; I was in prison and you visited Me.’ 

37 “Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry 

and feed You, or thirsty and give You something to drink?38 When did we 

see You a stranger and take You in, or without clothes and clothe 

You? 39 When did we see You sick, or in prison, and visit You?’ 

40 “And the King will answer them, ‘I assure you: Whatever you did for one 

of the least of these brothers of Mine, you did for Me.’  

… ‘I assure you: Whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you 

did not do for Me either.’ 
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Jesus equates how we treat the poor with how we treat Him. In some 

ways, the next poor person you meet is Jesus in Disguise.  

Several years ago, as I read through the razor-sharp words of Matthew 

25:40-45 I had a question, “Are these just nice “Jesus words” or are there people 

who really believe them and live them out?” God prompted me to go back to 

the biography of a little lady in India.   

 

Saint to the Poor 

 

Agnes Bojaxhiu spent her adult life ministered to the poor, sick, orphaned, 

and dying among the poorest of the poor in the horrific slums of Calcutta, 

Indian. When she started an open-air school for slum children she was joined by 

voluntary helpers. Financial support began to come in as she loved and cared 

for those persons nobody was prepared to look after.  

Later known as Mother Teresa, she was given the Nobel Peace Prize, in 

1979, "for work undertaken in the struggle to overcome poverty and distress." Not 

surprisingly, she refused the conventional ceremonial banquet given to 

laureates, and asked that the $192,000 funds be given to the poor in India.  
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In speaking about what it took to love poor, sick, orphaned beggars she 

always spoke of the love involved in giving. Her example makes her words more 

powerful. She said, “Intense love does not measure, it just gives.” She also said, 

“It is not how much we do, but how much love we put in the doing. It is not how 

much we give, but how much love we put in the giving.”  

In speaking of serving lowly people she said, “We can do no great things; 

only small things with great love.” When asked about why she could serve so 

tirelessly she replied, “Love cannot remain by itself -- it has no meaning. Love has 

to be put into action, and that action is service.” 

 

“Jesus in Disguise” 

Recently, I read one of the last interviews Mother Teresa gave before she 

died. She was being interviewed by Time Magazine.  

Time: What did you do this morning? 

Mother Teresa: Pray. 

Time: When did you start? 

Mother Teresa: Half-past four 

Time: And after prayer 

Mother Teresa:  We try to pray through our work by doing it with Jesus, for 

Jesus, to Jesus. That helps us to put our whole heart and soul into doing it. 

The dying, the cripple, the unwanted, the unloved - they are 

Jesus in disguise.  
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Forgotten Secret of Success 

 

Time: Why have you been so successful? 

Mother Teresa: I don't think that I could do this work for even one week if I didn't 

have four hours of prayer every day. 

 

 

 

Time: Humble as you are, it must be an extraordinary thing to be a vehicle 

of God's grace in the world. 

Mother Teresa: But it is His work. I think God wants to show His greatness by 

using nothingness. 

Time: You are nothingness? 
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Mother Teresa: I'm very sure of that. 

Time: You feel you have no special qualities? 

Mother Teresa: I don't think so. I don't claim anything of the work. It's His 

work. I'm like a little pencil in His hand. That's all. He does the thinking. He 

does the writing. The pencil has nothing to do it. The pencil has only to be 

allowed to be used. In human terms, the success of our work should not 

have happened, no? That is a sign that it's His work, and that He is using 

others as instruments - all our Sisters. None of us could produce this. Yet 

see what He has done. 

 

 

 

Time: What is God's greatest gift to you? 

Mother Teresa: The poor people. 

Time: How are they a gift? 

Mother Teresa: I have an opportunity to be with Jesus 24 hours a 

day. 
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Let me encourage you to do ministry for Jesus, with Jesus, 

like Jesus and in a sense, to Jesus.  
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Chapter Two  

JESUS WAS HOMELESS 
 

 
 

 

 

Several years ago, I made a commitment to take time every day to read, 

study, pray through, believe and obey the Gospels and the book of Acts. It has 

powerfully changed my life.  

One of the truths that I don’t remember ever being taught and that I had 

never really noticed was this: Jesus was homeless.  
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Luke 9:57-58 As they were traveling on the road someone said to Him, “I will 

follow You wherever You go!” 58 Jesus told him, “Foxes have dens, and birds of 

the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay His head.” 

Jesus was not born in a castle as a king, or a house as most people were 

2,000 years ago. He was born homeless, in a barn…a borrowed barn. His crib 

was a feeding trough for animals.  

As a very young child, He started out in life practically homeless. The first 

few months of His life were lived outside the family home in Nazareth. His parents 

stayed in Bethlehem and either shared a house with another family or rented 

one short term.  

When Jesus’ parents fled the persecution caused by Herod, they took 

Jesus across the border to Egypt. He was a baby on the run.   

Eventually He grew up in a house in Nazareth, but at the age of 30, He 

launched His public ministry. He had no permanent home. He had no secure, 

safe place of His own to lay His head at night. For all practical purposes, He 

lived as a homeless person.  

Yes, occasionally He came back to the family home in Galilee to sleep, 

but often he crashed on the couch of a friend.  Many, many nights, He slept out 

in the open, under the stars.  

Jesus died homeless. At the end, He did not die in a hospital or His own 

home or the family home. There was no one caring for Him as He breathed His 

final breathes. He died alone, hung up in the open on a cross. He died a death 

of slow torture. All His clothes had been stolen. He had no possessions.  

After His death, He was buried in someone else’s tomb.  
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Jesus understands the plight of the homeless. In many ways, His life began 

and ended as a homeless man.  

 

 

For four years, I lived in Las Vegas and led an urban ministry. Every day on 

my way to work, I drove by homeless people.  

Las Vegas has the third highest number of homeless people in the nation 

(10,000). The only cities with more, New York and Los Angeles have much larger 

populations.  

Every day on my way to work, I drive by several homeless people. Several 

homeless people join us for Morning Prayer every day.  

I was especially challenged by the thousands of functionally homeless 

children in Las Vegas. They live some siblings and a family member in a weekly 

hotel or in another family’s apartment. They have no bed of their own.  

During those four years, God changed my life as He changed my attitude 

toward the poor. I found that they were every bit as hungry for love and dignity 

as they were for food.  
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While in Vegas, we launched an outreach center where we could give 

people a hand-up and not just a hand-out. Out of it, I can name a dozen 

people who got saved, got off drugs or alcohol, got jobs and got off the streets.  

What was the secret of our success?  

Learning to see Jesus in their eyes.  

 The next time you see a homeless person, take the time to talk with them 

and look them in the eyes. You might see Jesus in their eyes.  

 

 

 

 

For more information and a way you can help, check out the Grace Center 

www.gracecentervegas.com 
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Chapter Three 

ONE TICKET = 4,200 BLANKETS 
It was very early on a Monday in August 2010. I had been ministering to a 
church in Boston, MA. My Sunday night flight home was cancelled and I had to 
get back to Virginia the next day to teach the first day of class at Liberty 
Theological Seminary. So, Cathy and I drove through the night.  

We had been driving for over eleven straight hours when outside Appomattox, 
VA when I saw flashing lights in my rearview mirror. Oh no! I had gotten caught 
in one of the many speed traps in central Virginia. The Patrolman handed me a 
ticket and told me that I had to appear in court.  

 

Unfortunately, it was my third ticket in less than a year (I hate speed traps). The 
judge ordered me to do 40 hours of community service. I looked through the 
options given and signed up to help a ministry called Gleaning for the World.  
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The next Saturday, I was serving at Gleaning and it just so happened that Ron 
Davidson, the President and Founder of Gleaning for the World walked by.  

 

  

 

Surprisingly, Ron recognized me. It just so happened that a few months prior to 
that, I had spoken at his home church (Thomas Road Baptist Church).  

He called me into his office and asked what I was doing. I told him about my 
community service and he laughed. Then he said he would rather I serve by 
doing something other than packing boxes in the warehouse. He knew I had 
written some books and asked if I would do some writing for Gleaning. As I a 
result I wrote a small book telling the Ron’s story of how God raised up Gleaning 
from its basement office to an 18,000-square-foot office and warehouse facility 
in Concord, Virginia that has send hundreds of thousands of dollars in needed 
supplies all over the world.    
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Fast forward to three and a half years later, as last week I just happened to 
receive word from a friend that Gleaning had 79,000 blankets to distribute to the 
poor and they needed places to distribute them. It just so happened that we 
have just opened an outreach center in the heart of Las Vegas and we had 
hundreds of homeless friends that needed blankets.  

I got a hold of Ron and told him I needed 300 blankets. Ron told me that he 
wanted to send us 4,200 blankets!  

 

 

 

I told him that it just so happened that the City of Las Vegas was hosting 
Homeless Connect - an event dedicated to helping the thousands of individuals 
who experience homelessness each year in southern Nevada. It just so 
happened that the one item they needed most was… blankets. The Homeless 
Connect event was five days away. It just so happened that loading the truck, 
securing a driver, and driving 2,300 miles from Concorde, VA to Las Vegas would 
take…five days.  

  

 



15			COPYRIGHT	DAVE	EARLEY	MINISTRIES	2018		
	

So, Tuesday morning, 3,600 homeless people received a brand new warm 
blanket at Homeless Connect and the Grace City Flamingo Outreach Center 
had 960 blankets to give to our needy friends in the neighborhood who could 
not attend the event.  

To be honest with you, I was not happy about getting that speeding ticket three 
and a half years ago. But, God had a much larger plan in place and knowing 
that several thousand homeless people slept in the warmth of a new blanket last 
night makes it worth it.  

Yeah God! 

Romans 11:33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
the knowledge of God! 
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Chapter Four  

GOD LOVES POOR PEOPLE  
Another benefit of my “ministry” with Gleanings for the Poor was that I 

wrote a book for the Founder Ron Davidson. As part of that book, I studied what 

the bible had to say about the poor.  

It changed my life.  

Below, I have simply listed Bible verses about the poor. As you slowly read 

them, ask God to give you His heart for the poor.  

 

God Cares for the Poor 

Luke 4:16-21 And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; 
and as was His custom, He entered the synagogue on the Sabbath, and 
stood up to read... "The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, because He 
appointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor. He has sent Me to 
proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to set 
free those who are downtrodden, to proclaim the favorable year of the 
LORD... Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." 

Ps. 140:12. I know that the LORD will maintain the cause of the afflicted, 
and justice for the poor.  
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Is. 25:4 For You have been a defense for the helpless, a defense for the 
needy in his distress.  

Ps. 10:14 The unfortunate commits himself to You; You have been the 
helper of the orphan... O LORD, You have heard the desire of the humble; 
You will strengthen their heart, You will incline Your ear to vindicate the 
orphan and the oppressed. 

Is 41:17 The afflicted and needy are seeking water, but there is none, and 
their tongue is parched with thirst. I, the LORD, will answer them Myself, as 
the God of Israel I will not forsake them.  

Luke 6:20-21 Blessed are you who are poor, for yours in the kingdom of 
God. Blessed are you who hunger now, for you shall be satisfied. Blessed 
are you who weep now, for you shall laugh. 

James 2:5 Did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith 
and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him? 

 

God Blesses Those Who Care for the Poor 

Prov. 22:9 He who is generous will be blessed, for he gives some of his 
food to the poor.  

Jer. 22:16 Did not your father eat and drink, and do justice and 
righteousness? Then it was well with him. He pled the cause of the afflicted 
and needy; then it was well. Is that not what it means to know Me?" 
declares the LORD.  

Deut. 15:10 You shall give generously to [your poor brother], and your 
heart shall not be grieved when you give to him, because for this thing the 
LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in all your undertakings. 

Prov. 19:17 He who is gracious to a poor man lends to the LORD, and He 
will repay him for his good deed.  

Jer. 7:5-7 "For, if you truly amend your ways and your deeds, if you truly 
practice justice between a man and his neighbor, if you do not oppress 
the alien, the orphan, and the widow, and do not shed innocent blood in 
this place, nor walk after other gods to your own ruin, then I will let you 
dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to your fathers forever and 
ever." 
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Is. 58:10 "And if you give yourself to the hungry, and satisfy the desire of 
the afflicted, then your light will rise in darkness, and your gloom will 
become like midday. And the LORD will continually guide you, and satisfy 
your desire in scorched places, and give strength to your bones; and you 
will be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water whose waters do 
not fail." 

Luke 14:12-14 "When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your 
friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also 
invite you in return, and repayment come to you. But when you give a 
reception, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will 
be blessed, since they do not have the means to repay you; for you will 
be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous." 

Luke 12:44 "Sell your possessions and give alms; make yourselves purses 
which do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief 
comes near, nor moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also." 

Mt. 19:20ff  The young man said to Him, "All these commands I have kept; 
what am I still lacking?" Jesus said to him, "If you wish to be complete, go 
and sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you shall have treasure 
in heaven; and come, follow Me." 

 

God Curses Those Who Refuse to Care for the Poor 

Ezek. 16:49ff  "Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her 
daughters had arrogance, abundant food, and careless ease, but she did 
not help the poor and needy. Thus, they were haughty and committed 
abominations before Me. Therefore, I removed them when I saw it." 

Is. 10:1-3 "Woe to those who enact evil statutes, and to those who 
continually record unjust decisions, so as to deprive the needy of justice, 
and rob the poor of My people of their rights... Now what will you do in the 
day of punishment, and in the devastation which will come from afar?" 

Luke 1:52ff "He has brought down rulers from their thrones, and has 
exalted those who were hungry. He has filled the hungry with good things; 
and sent away the rich empty-handed." 
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Ezek. 22:29,31 "The people of the land have practiced oppression and 
committed robbery, and they have wronged the poor and needy and 
have oppressed the sojourner without justice... Thus I have poured out My 
indignation on them; I have consumed them with the fire of My wrath; 
their way I have brought upon their heads," declares the Lord GOD. 

Jer. 5:28f  "[The wicked] do not plead the cause, the cause of the orphan, 
that they may prosper; and they do not defend the rights of the poor. 
Shall I not punish these people?" declares the LORD. "On such a nation as 
this, shall I not avenge myself?". 

James 5:1-6 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries which 
are coming upon you. Your riches have rotted and your garments have 
become moth-eaten. ...Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your 
fields, and with you have withheld, cries out against you; and the outcry 
of the harvesters has reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. You have 
lived luxuriously on the earth and led a life of wanton pleasure; you have 
fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter. 

Luke 6:24"But woe to you who are rich, for you are receiving your comfort 
in full." 

Luke 16:19-25 "Now there was a certain rich man, and he habitually 
dressed in purple and fine linen, gaily living in splendor every day. And a 
certain poor man named Lazarus was laid at his gate, covered with sores, 
and longing to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's 
table; besides, even the dogs would come and lick his sores.  

Now it came about that the poor man died and he was carried 
away by the angels to Abraham's bosom; and the rich man also died and 
was buried. And in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes, and saw 
Abraham far away, and Lazarus in his bosom.  

And he cried out and said, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, 
and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool 
off my tongue; for I am in agony in this flame.' 

But Abraham said, 'Child, remember that during your life you 
received your good things, and likewise Lazarus bad things; but now he is 
being comforted here, and you are in agony...'". 
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God Expects His People to Care for the Poor with the Right 

Attitude 

 

Prov. 29:7 The righteous is concerned for the rights of the poor; the wicked 
does not understand such concern. 

1 John 3:17 But whoever has the world's goods, and beholds his brother in 
need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in 
him? 

Luke 6:33ff  "And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit 
is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. And if you lend 
to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? 
Even sinners lend to sinners, in order to receive back the same." 

2 Cor 9:7 Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart; not 
grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver. 

Mt. 6:2-4 "When therefore you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before 
you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they 
may be honored by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. 
But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right 
hand is doing, that your alms may be in secret; and your Father who sees 
in secret will repay you." 

Mt. 6:24 "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or he will hold to one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve God and Money." 

1 Tim. 6:10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by 
longing for it have wandered away from the faith, and pierced 
themselves with many a pang. 

Gal. 2:9ff  Recognizing the grace that had been given to me, James and 
Cephas and John... gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of 
fellowship, that we might go to the Gentiles, and they to the circumcised. 
They only asked us to remember the poor-- the very thing I also was eager 
to do. 

Lev. 19:15 "You shall do no injustice in judgment; you shall not be partial to 
the poor nor defer to the great, but you are to judge your neighbor fairly." 
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Acts 2:44. All those who had believed were together, and had all things in 
common; and they began to sell their property and possessions, and 
share them with all, as anyone might have need.  

Acts 4:32-35 And the congregation of those who believed were of one 
heart and soul; and not one of them claimed that anything belonging to 
him was his own, but all things were common property to them. And with 
great power the apostles were giving witness to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all. For there was not a 
needy person among them, for all who were owners of land or houses 
would sell them and bring the proceeds of the sales and lay them at the 
apostles' feet; and they would be distributed to each, as any had need. 

Eph. 4:28 Let him who steals steal no longer; but rather let him labor, 
performing with his own hands what is good, in order that he may have 
something to share with him who has need. 

God Identifies with the Poor 

 

2 Cor. 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He 
was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, that you through His poverty 
might become rich. 

Prov. 19:17 He who is gracious to a poor man lends to the LORD, and He 
will repay him for his good deed. 

Prov. 14:31 He who oppresses the poor reproaches his Maker, but he who 
is gracious to the needy honors Him. 

Mt. 25:31-46 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels 
with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne. And all the nations will be 
gathered before Him, and He will separate them from one another, as the 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; He will put the sheep on His 
right, and the goats on His left.  

Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are 
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world. For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to 
eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger, and you invited 
Me in; naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in 
prison, and you came to Me.'  
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Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see 
You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You drink? And when did 
we see You a stranger, and invite you in, or naked, and clothe You? And 
when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?'  

And the King will answer and say to them, 'Truly I say to you, to the 
extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of 
them, you did it to Me.'  

Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, accursed 
ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his 
angels; for I was hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, 
and you gave Me nothing to drink; I was a stranger, and you did not invite 
Me in; naked, and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did 
not visit Me.'  

Then they themselves will also answer, saying, 'Lord, when did we 
see You hungry, or thirsty, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take 
care of You?'  

Then He will answer them, saying, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent 
that you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.' 
And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life.". 

Summary 

God identifies with the poor and cares for them. He expects His people to 

care for the poor. He will bless those who help the poor and curse those who 

don’t.  

Through these verse and through starting anon-profit to help the poor it 

would be these truths:  

• God loves poor, broken, dirty people with a depth of compassion 

that it buckles my knees and brings tears to my eyes.  

• If I truly love God, I will love what He loves – poor people – like He 

does –with active sacrifice, compassion and acceptance.  

• If we love God, we will begin to love what God loves – hurting 

people. 
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• When we start to love what God loves, we will begin to love like 

God loves.   

Jesus showed us how God loves. He identified with us by becoming one of 

us. He ate with sinners. He sacrificed for us. He calls us friends and accepts us 

into the family. He treated people, all people, even the worst sinners and the 

most broken, with compassion and respect. 

  

Loving like God Loves Always Demands Action 

What will you do to increase your active love for the poor? 

• Pray for the hungry every time you ask God to bless your meal? 

• Fast one day a week and use the money to feed the poor? 

• Find a poor widow and offer to help her clean her house, fix up 

the outside of her home or cut her lawn during the summer? 

• Go to your local public school and ask if there are some families 

you can adopt for Christmas, birthdays, and back-to-school 

shopping? 

• Begin serving once a week at a homeless shelter?  

• Serve in a food kitchen regularly? 

• Find a homeless camp and take them something they really 

need like new sox, or blankets, or warm hats?  

 

For more information and a way you can help, check out the Grace Center 

www.gracecentervegas.com 
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